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THE KIBBLER/DONALDSON BUILDING, 
1422-28 MAIN STREET 
by Kathleen Kernberger 

 
(Editor’s note: Kathy Kernberger— local historian, for-
mer society board member and regular contributor to the 
newsletter— passed away in December.  This was written 
several years ago, but not published at the time.) 
 The Kib-
bler building is 
located on the 
east side of Main 
Street, just north 
of Adams Street. 
Today it is the 
Eagle & Rose 
Inn, but recently 
was known as 
the Donaldson 
Building, as it 
was owned by 
that family for 
decades. It was 
built in 1886 by 
William T. Kib-
bler, a clerk in 
the Wonderful 
Drug Store.  The 
contracting firm 
for the building was Bassett Brothers Builders.  Kibbler 
didn't stay long in small St. Helena and moved to San 
Francisco, where he owned a drugstore. 
 Among later owners, one of the best known was 
undertaker and businessman John Stewart Noble. Born in 
Glasgow, Scotland on August 12, 1857, he was the eldest 
of four sons of John and Margaret Noble. John Sr. was a 
tailor and expected his sons not only to help in the shop, 
but to learn and continue his trade as well. The family im-
migrated to the United States in 1869.  In 1875, John 
Stewart decided to tour the U.S., using his tailoring skills 
to pay for the trip as he went. His travels took him to the 
Pacific Northwest and down the coast to San Diego. A 

side trip took him to Napa Valley. 
He had lived in Colfax, Washington, a farming 

area on the eastern side of the state. Farmers not needing 
many suits, the tailoring business was poor. Everyone, 
however, eventually needed a funeral. John S. Noble 
changed his occupation to undertaker. In 1887, he married 
his first wife, Minnie A. Wilman in Colfax; their daugh-
ter, Joy was born in 1888. The family moved to Spokane 
the following year, where Noble opened a funeral parlor. 

A severe attack 
of blood poison-
ing, possibly 
from embalming 
chemicals, left 
him very weak. 
While recover-
ing, he recalled 
his Napa Valley 
trip and decided 
to move to St. 
Helena. A man 
of quick action, 
he and his family 
relocated to St. 
Helena by Au-
g u s t ,  1 8 9 1 .  
Here, he pur-
chased the furni-
ture/undertaking 

business of J. I. Logan as well as a house just north of St. 
Helena, known as Rockland. This beautiful home, which 
still exists today, was built by noted architect Albert 
Schroepfer, who also designed the Beringer Rhine House. 

Business was good and, in 1903, he built the No-
ble building at 1200 Main Street, known today as the Gal-
leron Building (where Peters Video, St. Helena Star and 
others are located). Unfortunately the grand opening on 
November 19, 1903 was during a heavy rainstorm. The 
weather kept many country residents from coming to 
town. The townspeople flocked in, liked what they saw 
and left many congratulations with Noble on his great 
success. 

(Continued on  page 3) 

Kibbler Donaldson Bldg circa. 1916.  Photo courtesy of Dave Kernberger 



 

 

Dear Members, 
 Since our last newsletter, the St. Helena City Council has met and 
given its blessing to the Preferred Plan for the Adams Street property. This 
plan included a history center next to the library as well as  a number of other 
uses. The Preferred Plan is coming back to the Council one more time in its 
final form, but it is our understanding that the elements in the Plan will not 
change. 
 
 This represents great progress toward actually building a History Cen-
ter and I think we have reached a point many of us never thought we’d 
achieve. All that being said, we are a long way from the finish line. The Coun-
cil’s approval was essentially an endorsement of concepts, and without further 
actions nothing very much would happen. 
 
 In order to move the process forward, we asked some folks to join us 
on a committee whose purpose is to take us to the next step in making the His-
tory Center a reality. Two City Council members and our librarian, Jennifer 
Baker, have graciously agreed to meet with us to discuss where we go from 
here. These volunteers and four of us from the historical society board had an 
organizational meeting recently to discuss goals, expectations, and timing. We 
have scheduled another meeting when we plan to present in detail our plans 
for a History Center, listen to what the library is planning, and get some notion 
from the Council members of what community center functions they would 
like to see included in our plans as well as what hurdles we’ll have to jump to 
get necessary city approvals. Our goal at the end of this process is to get a 
commitment from the city which would allow us to build a facility. 
 
 Mariam, Susanne and Kim are making great progress on our book de-
picting the history of St. Helena, but are still looking for old photos to include. 
 
 I met recently with Kristie Sheppard, Executive Director of the Napa 
County Historical Society, and was very impressed with her abilities and plans 
for that organization’s future. We agreed that there were a number of areas of 
cooperation that would benefit both groups and we look forward to working 
with her. 
   
  Skip Lane 
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Committee Notes: 

The Collections Committee  coordi-
nates and manages the acquisition of 
new materials.  It generally meets on 
the last Monday of the month at 
9:30am in the library meeting room. 
Current chair of the committee is Su-
sanne Salvestrin.  Email her at  
Susanne@salvestrinwinery.com 

The Program Committee plans and 
presents programs and events to teach 
the public about our local history. If 
you would like to volunteer or want 
more information, please call Mariam 
Hansen, 963-5748. 

 
Questions?  Comments?   

Call or email the Newsletter editor,  
Kim Farmer, at 963-0630, 
ksfarmer@seedgrain.com 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

June, a time for 
Renewal…. 

Annual membership re-
newal letters will be 

mailed in June.  You can 
save us a stamp by using 
the form in this newslet-
ter.  Thank you for con-

tinuing your membership. 



 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 

(Continued from page 1) 

 J. F. Helm came to St. Helena in 1906, also looking for a change of scenery. He talked John S. into trading 
Rockland, and the furniture/undertaking business and building for Helm's Hotel Bellevue in Chicago. According to 
Helm, it was a "choice property" with a long term lease and a monthly income of $400.  

When the Nobles moved to Chicago, however, they found they had been misled. The hotel was in a "poor" part 
of town, the lease was not as represented, and the monthly income was, at best, $200. Lawsuits followed. Unfortunately, 
not only for Noble, but also for F. T. Mooney and Dr. Cornelius E. Davis, who had provided the bond, Helm won most 
of the suits.   

Undaunted, Noble and his wife returned to St. Helena in 1910. Once again, John S. opened a furniture/
undertaking business, this time in the Kibbler Building. The stress of those years in Chicago and the lawsuits may have 
been a large part of the reason for the Nobles' divorce in 1916.  April 14, 1922 saw his second marriage, to Emma 
Mooney, widow of F. T. Mooney and daughter of Dr. Cornelius. E. Davis, a St. Helena pioneer and dentist. This mar-
riage was short lived, however. In December, 1922 John Stewart Noble was once again stricken with blood poisoning, 
this time fatally. He died at the St. Helena Sanitarium, January 16, 1923. 
 The building was owned for many years by the Donaldson family. They sold televisions, appliances, gifts and 
housewares. Later they owned a Radio Shack store. Recently restored, today the Kibbler Building is owned by Norman 
Alumbaugh, Inc. The bottom floor serves as space for several stores, while the Eagle and Rose Residence Inn is above. 

Your Historical Photos Wanted... 
 The St. Helena Historical Society 
is in the process of writing a history of 
St. Helena and the immediate surround-
ing area. The book will be published by 
Arcadia, a company that recently re-
leased books about Yountville and Calis-
toga. 
 The historical society book will 
be largely pictorial, with historical photo-
graphs accompanied by descriptive cap-
tions. The history will cover the period 
from 1860 to 1960. 
 We are most anxious to obtain as 
many photos as possible of this period in 
local history, and are asking community 
members who have old family or com-
munity pictures to contact us. We are 
looking for good quality original photos 
to scan – all originals would immediately 
be returned to the owners. Credit will be 
given in the book for the source of each 
photograph which is used. 
 Of greatest interest are pictures 
of celebrations, weddings, parades, kids 
at school, downtown St. Helena, people 
at work, historic buildings, and photos of 
the Rutherford, Oakville, and Pope Val-
ley areas. 
 There is pressure to finish this 
book on a deadline, so we ask that any-
one having appropriate photos call as 
soon as possible at 967-5502. Please 
leave a message and your phone number 
if you get voicemail. 

Krug Winery Tour 
 On May 5, histori-
cal society members and 
guests toured  Charles Krug 
Winery.  Host Peter Mon-
davi, Jr. talked about the 
history of the winery which 
has been in his family since 
1943.  As we toured the 
Redwood Cellar and Car-
riage House, he described 
the extensive renovations 
completed recently to these 
historic buildings. The tour 
ended with a tasting in the 
beautifully renovated upper 
floor of the Carriage House. 

June Program: Lecture and Book Signing 
 On Saturday, June 20, at 2:00pm in the St. Helena Library, Vivienne 
Sosnowski, author of “When the Rivers Ran Red” Prohibition in Napa & So-
noma Counties will present a lecture and sign her book, which will be avail-
able for purchase.  The event includes a wine tasting. 

Northern California’s wine country is cherished by tourists and wine 
enthusiasts around the world.  At a time when America’s idyllic wine mecca 
produces freely and with continued pride, it is difficult to imagine a time when 
its luscious hills and valleys hung heavy with dread and the danger of illegal-
ity.  In her book, Vivienne Sosnowski details the mighty battle that Califor-
nia’s winemakers forged against Prohibition, and the passion imbued in the 
history of one of America’s most beloved and romantic industries. 

Ms. Sosnowski is the former Editorial Director of the Washington Ex-
aminer the San Francisco Examiner and the Baltimore Examiner.   



 

 

 

May 
May 30: Civil War Graveside Dedication, 1:00pm, St. He-
lena Cemetery.  Civil War historians and re-enactors dressed 
in period costume will hold a public gravestone dedication 
ceremony at the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) ceme-
tery plot.  Program includes a talk by Dean Enderlin, a 21 
gun salute by civil war style rifles and a bugler playing taps. 
No reservations necessary. 
 

June 

June 2: Program on the History of Rutherford, 4:00pm see 
below for details.  No reservations necessary. 
June 16: Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library Meeting 
Room. (Open to all members.) 
June 20: Lecture and book signing, 2:00pm, St. Helena Li-
brary.  See page 3 for details. 

 

 

July 
July 21: Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library Meeting 
Room. (Open to all members.) 

August 
Aug 18:  Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library Meeting 
Room. (Open to all members.) 

September 
Sep:  Program on the history of the Red Cross in Napa 
County.  Details in the next newsletter 

October 
Oct 4:  Program on Mining in Pope Valley— a talk, tour 
and picnic lunch.  Details in the next newsletter. 

November 
Nov 7: at1pm, Annual Cemetery Tour: Famous Women 

CALENDAR 

Mission Statement 
The St. Helena Historical Society is a public educational organization. Its mission is to collect, 
preserve, exhibit, and provide access to historical materials of all kinds from our community as 
well as to promote public awareness and participation in the collection of such materials. 

St. Helena Historical Society 
P.O. Box 87 
St. Helena, CA 94574 

Call our voicemail to reserve a space: 707-967-5502.   

ST. HELENA  
HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  
Presents: 

Rutherford Retraced: 
Pioneers, Perils and 

Prosperity 
Tuesday,  June 2 

4:00 pm 
Rutherford Grange 

Hall, Hwy 29 at  
Rutherford Cross 

Join us for a presentation about 
Rutherford’s history. Hear the 
story of Thomas Rutherford’s 
marriage to George Yount’s 
daughter, which brought about 
the formation of the town.   
Speaker Rue Ziegler Phd, cul-
tural anthropologist and histo-
rian, is an expert on the Ruther-
ford area. 


