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Saving our history

�e Electrolier
LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ {ǘΦ IŜƭŜƴŀΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ

Just about 15 years ago, a small group of people realized, 
somewhat to its chagrin, that there was no historical society 
in St. Helena. A committee was formed to develop a mission 
statement and prepare proper legal documents. By 2002 a 
nonpro�t organization was formed: �e St. Helena Histori-
cal Society.  Because one of the founders happened to be the 
director of the St. Helena Public Library, a workspace for 
the society was eked out of the second �oor of the library. 
Volunteers began their work collecting photos and artifacts 
documenting the early days of St. Helena.

�e founding group was enthusiastic and optimistic. �ey 
clearly expected that a history center would be established 
and the collection would be available to the public within just 
a few years.

Here we are in 2016. �e historical society is still in its “tem-
porary” quarters on the second �oor of the library. In spite of 
numerous e�orts to �nd a home for the collection, 14 years 
later we are still homeless. 

Hope springs eternal
During the revision of the 1993 General Plan, a visioning 
document was developed for the city-owned Adams Street 
property. Included in that plan is a history/community 
center. However, the plan stalled and there is little short-
term hope that development will happen on the property. 
As recently as the March 22, 2016, council meeting,  the 
City Council heard from an ad hoc local group promoting a 
sophisticated, but divisive, plan that will probably just “push 
forward” the years’ old debate.

In the meantime, the historical society’s collection has grown 
to include hundreds of photographs and artifacts. We have 
textiles, Native American tools, furniture, a classic 19th 
century safe, the bound volumes of the St. Helena Star, a car-
riage, and 2 trucks, as well as collectables, printed materials, 
and photographs.

Where are these photos and artifacts? �ose that �t are stored 
in museum quality boxes and �les upstairs in the library.

�ose that don’t �t in our limited library space are stored in 
various buildings, storage containers, and garages around 

A sampling of 
artifacts in the 
collection of the 
St. Helena  
Historical  
Society
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Save the Date:  May 21...MUSEUM FOR A DAY!

�e community is invited to view many of the artifacts  
from the St. Helena Historical Society’s collection  

as we also honor our founding families.  

10:00 - 4:00 ~ Catholic School gym

Food will be available for purchase




